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LEADING THE WAY 

Washington Elementary was announced 

 as a national Blue Ribbon Award 

winner in September. The Blue Ribbon 

Schools Program, started in 1982, 

recognizes public and private 

schools based on one of two 

criteria: 1) Schools whose students, 

regardless of background, are 

high performing. These are 

schools ranked among the state’s 

highest performing schools as measured by 

their performance on state assessments or in the case of 

private schools, that score at the highest performance level on tests 

referenced by national norms in at least the most recent year tested; or 2) Schools 

with at least 40 percent of their students from disadvantaged backgrounds that improve 

student performance to high levels as measured by the school’s performance on state 

assessments or nationally-normed tests.

First grade teacher, Jessica Freers, said, “The Blue Ribbon award is based on test scores, 

which is quite an honor. But, as anyone who has had the pleasure to walk in to our 

school knows, it’s not just our test scores that make us a “Blue Ribbon” school – it’s 

the hard work and dedication that our staff and families show each and every day. As a 

parent, teacher, and former student at Washington School, I have never been prouder to 

be a Bobcat!” And Principal, Brian Walthart, added, “I am so proud of all of the students, 

staff, and families at Washington Elementary. Being named a National Blue Ribbon 

School is a tremendous honor, and is the result of a lot of hard work by a number of 

people.” Third grade teacher, Lisa McKee, stated, “Receiving the National Blue Ribbon 

award is testament to the strong leadership and dedication of our Washington staff. It 

is such an honor to receive recognition of our hard work and commitment to helping 

Washington students achieve their best. This award is not just the staff’s honor but is a 

celebration of the partnership of Washington’s staff, students, and families.”

WASHINGTON 

ELEMENTARY 

20
11

 NATIONAL

BLUE RIBBON SCHO
O

L

“Blue Ribbon Schools are models of improved 

student achievement from which others can 

take inspiration.” 

 ~ U.S. Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan



BOARD GOAL: Increasing the Use of  
Technologyas a Learning Tool by Students and Staff

Technology as a learning tool has 
the potential to fundamentally 
change and improve how we 
engage students on a daily basis. 
Never before has change occurred 
at such a heightened pace, and 
much of the catalyst for that 
change is the rapid globalization 
and flattening of society due 
to the instantaneous exchange 
of information that technology 
allows. Using technology for 
authentic learning purposes and 
to collaborate and share our 
learning with others requires that 
we have a robust infrastructure 
and access to high-quality 
technology tools. The Muscatine 
Schools have made an investment 

in both infrastructure and tools over the past two years. We are now poised to focus on using technology as a 
teaching and learning tool in ways that would not have been possible in the recent past. This summer we rolled 
out a laptop to all certified teachers and put in place new mobile laptop carts in every school building in the 
district. Our focus for the duration of this year is on delivering high-quality professional development to our 
teaching staff. The ultimate goal is for students to be using technology for authentic learning purposes. We are 
excited about the expansion of learning opportunities technology provides and know that in order to prepare 
our students for the 21st century, we need to continue ramping up our efforts. 

Welcome to Muscatine 
Community School 
District.  On behalf 
of our MCSD family, 
I would like to thank 
you for your interest 
in our district. Our 
hope is that you will 
consider joining our 
community of students, 

parents, employees and community members, 
in creating a continually improving environment 
of student success and educational excellence. 
Accelerating student achievement, providing 
extraordinary instructional opportunities for each 
and every student and laying a foundation of 
financial stability are at the heart of our work. We 
are working together to create a global, innovative 
and dynamic culture of learning and we invite you 
to work together with us to make that goal become 
a reality.  

We are committed to providing exceptional learning 
opportunities for our students, parents and staff. We 
offer outstanding preschool programs; and unique 
programming at all levels, such as The Leader In 
Me, an effort based on Stephen Covey’s 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective People at the elementary level, and 
g2, our project/inquiry-based method of learning 
at the secondary schools.  Our commitment to the 
use of technology as a learning tool is strong, and 
we will continue to grow in that area.  We offer 
specialized program opportunities for all students 
such as Project Lead The Way, a pre-engineering 
program at the High School; Band and Orchestra 
in 5th through 12th grade; four different foreign 
languages; and wide-ranging options in everything 
from AP classes to Industrial Art.  As you can see, 
the Muscatine Community School District offers a 
variety of educational choices for parents, students 
and employees. 

As a district that is small enough to offer excellent 
neighborhood elementary schools and attention to 
the success of each student, while also being large 
enough to offer comprehensive, world-class secondary 
options, Muscatine is uniquely situated to meet the 
needs of our students and community.  Whether 
you are searching for a rich and engaging learning 
environment for your child, a highly motivating and 
rewarding place of employment or maybe even a 
place to share your lifelong talents working as a 
volunteer or mentor in one of our 11 schools, the 
MCSD community, students, parents, staff and I are 
prepared to welcome you with open arms. 

I look forward to building a better future for our 
children, together!

Sincerely,

 

Bill Decker, Superintendent

A MESSAGE FROM BILL DECKER, 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

BOARD GOAL: Increasing the Success of Students At All  
Levels By Innovating Our Methods To Better Meet Their Needs

Governor Branstad unveiled 
Iowa’s blueprint for education, 
One Unshakable Vision: World-
Class Schools for Iowa, on 
October 3rd. The blueprint offers 
a road map to transforming the 
educational system in Iowa. 
Three cornerstones of the plan 
include: 1) great teachers and 
leaders; 2) high expectations and 
fair measures; and 3) a spirit of 
innovation. 

The idea of innovation is not new 
to Muscatine. During the past 
year, our district has embarked 
on a journey of creating a 
culture of innovation through 

practices for teachers and students.  In today’s complex, globally competitive environment our district 
needs to provide multiple pathways for students to become successful. Leading education reform specialist, 
William Daggett of the International Center for Education Leadership, supports the notion that 75% of our 
work needs to be evidenced-based best practices and 25% of our work should include “next practices.” 
Approaching education using innovative methods entails taking risks and implementing systems that 
address high levels of learning for all students. The Muscatine Schools have many examples of innovative 
practices that ensure high levels of learning for students.  Project Lead the Way at Muscatine High School is a 
pre-engineering program that prepares students in the area science, technology, engineering, and math. The 
Agriculture Learning Center, Robotics, Lego-league, and the use of ALEKS for math are additional examples 
of next practices for the Muscatine Schools. Highlights of innovative practices happen every day in every 
building across the district as teachers prepare rigorous and relevant lessons for their students. Innovative 
teaching and learning will continue to be points of emphasis in Muscatine as we prepare our students for 
the uncertainties of the future.



BOARD GOAL: Improving Both Graduation Rate  
and Post-Secondary Success Of Our Students

The Muscatine Schools strive to empower all students 
throughout their academic careers. By focusing at all 
grade levels on preparing students for post-secondary 
success, our children will be empowered to make 
choices about their future upon completion of their 
PK-12 education. All of our students in Muscatine 
walk across the same stage for graduation, and 
this journey toward college and career readiness 
begins at an early age. The elementary years of a 
child’s education build a strong foundation for future 
success. A critical component of long-term student 
success is establishing good attendance habits at 
a young age. The Leader in Me™ also provides a 
pivotal mindset for children to be goal-oriented and 
understand they are leaders of their own lives.  

As students move into middle school they continue 
to create a vision for their future. Central Middle 
School will be taking all students on college visits 
this year to continue sowing the seeds of post-
secondary success. In eighth grade all students at 
both middle schools develop a four-year plan that 
helps them find interests in possible future careers. 
Students have multiple experiences in high school 
to promote post-secondary success. Partnerships 
with the Muscatine Community College and the use 
of Post-Secondary Education Opportunities (PSEO) 

allow students to earn college and high school credit 
simultaneously. Concurrent course enrollment has 
increased, allowing students to take a class at MHS 
for college credit. There are currently 22 concurrent 
enrollment courses offered at MHS.  

Mentor a Muskie is the Academic Internship program 
that launched this year. Eighty to one hundred Juniors 
and Seniors will be placed in Academic Internships in 
late April. The benefits of the three-week immersion 
program include increasing the relevance of what 
students are learning and providing a community 
mentor to help students create their future vision. 
During the Academic Internship placement, students 
will work on an authentic project that provides 
meaningful work for the organization in which they 
are placed.  

The American College Test (ACT®) is a gateway to 
post-secondary institutions. The ACT® assesses high 
school students’ general educational development 
and their ability to complete college-level work. The 
assessment also increases scholarship opportunities. 
In an effort to promote the ACT®, Muscatine High 
School provides the John Baylor Test Prep program 
for all students interested in taking the test. 

BOARD GOAL: Improving Success of Students  
At All Levels By Improving Student Achievement

The Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS) and Iowa Tests of 
Educational Development (ITED) will include several 
changes during the 2011-2012 school year. The 
assessments will be known as the Iowa Assessments 
and no longer referred to as ITBS and ITED. The 
content of the assessments will include the new 
version based on the Common Core State Standards, 
with the exception of Science, which is based on Iowa 
Core.  The reports that students and parents receive 
will be based on a growth model showing the growth 
a student makes in each area tested. Percentile rank 
will no longer be used for accountability purposes in 
the growth model.  Standard Scores will mark student 
progress. The Standard Score metric will allow teachers 
and parents to monitor growth across years and to 

make connections among growth, proficiency, and 
college readiness.

The Muscatine Schools advocate the use of multiple 
measures to monitor student progress. Student 
achievement is broader than a single score on a 
single test. Ongoing measures of student learning 
can be tracked through formative tools, summative 
assessments, and district-wide assessments used to 
benchmark student growth. Standardized tests, while 
a part of the educational process, do not capture the 
full range of abilities students possess; therefore, it 
is incumbent on the schools to ensure all students 
receive a well-rounded education. 

School In Need of Assistance (SINA)
The No Child Left Behind Legislation 
established accountability standards for all 
students based on student achievement, 
attendance, testing participation, and 
graduation. A school that does not meet 
these standards is placed on the Watch 
List the first year. If the building does not 
meet the standards during year 2, it is 
placed on the School in Need of Assistance 
List (SINA). For the 2011-2012 school year 
Central Middle School, West Middle School, 
and Muscatine High School were placed on 
the SINA List for reading and mathematics.

When a school is placed on the 
SINA list, the building must develop 
a corrective plan. To address this 
concern, all three schools on the SINA 
list have implemented a professional 
development program for all teachers. 
Teachers meet on a regular basis during 
professional development time to learn 
new instructional strategies for helping 
students become more proficient in 
reading and math. When improvement 
is shown for two consecutive years, the 
building is removed from the SINA list.

Non-Discrimination Policy 
(Board Policy 402.4) 
It is the policy of the Muscatine 
Community School District not to 
discriminate on the basis of race, creed, 
color, gender, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, marital status, national origin, 
religion, age, veteran status, or disability 
in its educational programs, activities, or 
employment practices.
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18 Year History of Property Tax Levy Rates

Financial Solvency 
Solvency Ratio is a calculation used to assess 
financial health. The Solvency Ratio is a snapshot 
point-in-time measure of the percentage of 
revenue remaining, assuming the school district 
closed its doors on June 30 of the fiscal year, after 
gathering all the year’s revenue and paying all 
the year’s obligations. A district can only affect its 
solvency ratio by either increasing revenues or by 
reducing expenditures (or a combination of both).

When looking at data such as ratios, trends are 
more important than looking at one moment 
in time; one cannot just look at a single year’s 
statistic, but needs to look at what has been 
happening over several years. A solvency ratio 
that increases over time indicates an improved 
financial position.

The district was able to reverse the negative trend 
line of our solvency ratio in a volatile education 
financial climate. Although faced with significant 
reductions in state funding, the district has been 
able to turn around a negative financial trend. This 
was accomplished by becoming more efficient and 
by a minimal levy increase. The district also held 
the line on expenditures. Being able to accomplish 
this improved financial position is something the 
district and community should take pride in. 
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ITBS / ITED ACHIEVEMENT TRENDS 
The goal of the Muscatine Community School District is for every student to be proficient in reading, math, 
and science.  To be proficient, a student must score at the 41st percentile rank or higher on the Iowa Tests.

The best measure of student achievement is to look at growth over time.  The Iowa Tests data is 
disaggregated by the different groups of students in order to track progress on closing the achievement 
gap. The following tables show the progress Muscatine students have made in reading, math, and science 
over the last six years.

KEY: Low SES = qualifies for free/reduced lunch, IEP= Special Education, ELL= English language learners, NA= Not enough students in the subgroup to report

Grades 6-8 Students  % Proficient

Grade 11 Students  % Proficient

Grades 6-8 Students  % Proficient

Grade 11 Students  % Proficient

 
 

FALL 2005- 2006- 2007- 2008- 2009- 2010- 
 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

All students 85.3 85.5 87.4 86.1 89.4 84.9

Low SES 76.3 78.1 82.8 80.8 86.4 79.1

IEP 65.6 53.6 59.9 59.9 69.1 53.4

ELL 68.3 73.2 74.5 80.8 84.6 72.4

Hispanic 74.9 78.3 81.0 80.0 87.1 77.4

White 89.0 87.8 90.0 89.5 91.2 88.1

FALL 2005- 2006- 2007- 2008- 2009- 2010- 
 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

All students 78.5 79.2 78.6 75.5 80.8 74.4

Low SES 65.3 66.3 64.0 62.0 70.6 62.5

IEP 39.3 52.5 40.0 37.3 43.3 37.0

ELL 43.6 54.9 50.2 42.9 62.7 47.3

Hispanic 63.5 66.7 64.9 59.2 72.2 63.4

White 83.0 83.0 83.0 81.5 84.8 79.4

  

FALL 2005- 2006- 2007- 2008- 2009- 2010- 
 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

All students 78.9 77.5 81.0 73.9 72.3 66.2

Low SES 61.5 61.7 65.5 61.3 60.2 51.8

IEP 39.6 39.3 57.7 35.0 37.8 27.3

ELL 0.0 25.0 45.5 34.8 57.1 25.0

Hispanic 48.2 64.4 68.2 59.7 60.5 59.0

White 84.9 80.3 83.1 77.5 75.8 70.0

 
 

FALL 2005- 2006- 2007- 2008- 2009- 2010- 
 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

All students 86.6 88.5 88.2 87.0 90.6 80.9

Low SES 77.7 81.3 82.7 81.4 87.2 73.6

IEP 56.7 52.5 58.2 50.9 72.0 38.9

ELL 64.8 77.6 84.2 76.9 80.4 58.3

Hispanic 74.8 82.4 83.7 79.6 85.8 69.5

White 90.4 90.6 90.4 90.1 92.5 86.0

 FALL 2005- 2006- 2007- 2008- 2009- 2010- 
 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

All students 82.0 80.0 79.8 80.7 82.5 72.7

Low SES 77.0 66.6 67.1 68.1 71.4 59.4

IEP 37.5 40.0 26.9 31.6 38.7 28.0

ELL 65.7 61.5 59.3 55.1 63.8 45.1

Hispanic 72.2 69.6 69.8 69.3 73.8 63.0

White 85.3 83.5 83.4 84.7 86.2 77.4

  

FALL 2005- 2006- 2007- 2008- 2009- 2010- 
 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

All students 82.8 80.1 80.4 75.9 77.3 64.9

Low SES 66.6 62.9 63.5 62.2 65.5 49.5

IEP 41.7 39.2 50.0 28.9 35.4 20.5

ELL 0.0 37.5 63.6 NA NA 25.0 

Hispanic 63.7 64.5 65.1 56.2 72.0 50.5

White 87.1 82.9 83.7 81.9 78.7 69.4

Grades 6-8 Students  % Proficient

Grade 11 Students  % Proficient

 
 

FALL 2005- 2006- 2007- 2008- 2009- 2010- 
 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

All students 81.5 85.5 82.0 86.1 88.9 84.9

Low SES 70.4 76.7 72.5 79.3 86.9 79.9

IEP 46.6 43.3 41.5 56.2 65.8 49.6

ELL 56.1 67.0 64.5 75.0 84.5 73.8

Hispanic 69.4 76.5 71.8 78.5 87.5 79.6

White 85.9 88.4 85.5 88.8 89.9 87.4

 

FALL 2005- 2006- 2007- 2008- 2009- 2010- 
 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

All students 73.7 74.4 66.7 75.9 74.8 65.5

Low SES 57.8 58.9 48.6 64.9 62.9 50.6

IEP 21.8 29.8 15.5 35.9 29.7 17.5

ELL 42.4 48.2 31.0 43.5 47.8 31.5

Hispanic 58.8 58.8 48.1 60.6 63.8 54.1

White 77.7 78.9 72.3 80.7 78.9 70.8

 

FALL 2005- 2006- 2007- 2008- 2009- 2010- 
 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

All students 77.3 77.3 76.5 73.1 75.4 66.4

Low SES 60.5 58.2 56.0 54.9 61.1 56.7

IEP 29.2 27.5 40.0 15.8 25.0 22.2

ELL 0.0 37.5 27.3 NA NA NA

Hispanic 55.1 62.8 58.7 50.7 65.3 44.7

White 82.3 80.2 79.7 78.6 78.7 70.3

READING
Grades 3-5 Students  % Proficient

MATH
Grades 3-5 Students   % Proficient

SCIENCE
Grades 3-5 Students   % Proficient

CONTACT INFORMATION 
For more information regarding The Report Card, 
please call Shane Williams, Diane Campbell or  
Sue Willits at 563.263.7223. Visit our website,  
www.muscatine.k12.ia.us for an electronic copy of 
The Report Card and additional information about  
the Muscatine Community School District.


