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“We are respectful, confident learners and leaders!”
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From the Principal’s Desk
Read Across America
Celebration
Mar. 2
3:15p – 5:45p Family
Reading Night in Library
3

Major Saver Limo Lunch

4

5:15 pm - PTO Meeting

5

Band/Orchestra Lessons

6

Clubs Day

9

4th Grade G/T Academy

9-12
12
13-20
23
27

Parent-Teacher
Conference Week
Band/Orchestra Lessons
2 Hour
Early Dismissal @ 1:05
Spring Break NO SCHOOL
School Resumes
Band/Orchestra Lessons
Hearing Checks w/AEA

Mar.
30 Apr. 2

Iowa Assessements Tests

Apr. 1

Kindergarten Round-Up
at District Office

Apr. 3

No School

Apr. 6

Snow Make-up Day!

Greetings, Jefferson Families! Parent-Teacher Conferences
will be held the week of March 10th. We look forward to
sharing student progress with parents, and this is a great time to find out
how your child is doing. You should receive your scheduled day and
time in your child’s Thursday Folder. If you need to reschedule, please
contact your child’s teacher.
Please remember there is no school on March 13th. Spring break is
March 16th thru March 20th, with classes resuming on Monday the
23rd. I hope that everyone has a relaxing and refreshing break!
Beginning March 30th, The Iowa Assessment Test will be given to all
students in grades 2, 3, 4, and 5. Here are four ways to help your child
prepare:
1. Explain that the tests will show how much they have
learned. Encourage them to do their best, but don’t put so
much emphasis on the test that they feel stressed.
2. Limit activities the night before tests. You may want to avoid
having guests for dinner, or have your child skip their sibling’s
ball practice if it means being out late.
3. On test days, make sure your child has an energy-boosting
breakfast. Try to include both protein (eggs, yogurt, milk) and
carbohydrates (fruit, oatmeal, toast). ! They may even want to
eat breakfast at school this week.
4. Be sure your child gets to bed on time, and is on time to
school the week of testing. Testing is scheduled at predetermined times, and having to make-up a test can cause
unnecessary anxiety for your child.
Remember, these tests are only a “snapshot” of a student’s ability.
While they are an important part of the “big picture,” we also use many
other measurements to understand how your child is
progressing. Please call the school with any questions or
concerns you may have regarding your child.
Yours for great schools,

@JeffersonMCSD
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Things to “Bear” in Mind…
Family Reading Night

Jefferson Partners with
Muscatine County Attorney

Thank you to those families who regularly
attend our Family Reading Nights! Here are
some attendance numbers from our past events:

Over the months you have had opportunities
to read in our school newsletters about the
importance of having your child in school all
day, every day. You have read information
from our School Nurse about healthy steps to
prevent or lessen the frequency that your child
may be sick. Just recently, you may have had
the opportunity to read in The Muscatine
Journal concerns that the Muscatine
Community School District has about school
attendance and student success.

March
February
January
November
October
September

47 people
55 people
72 people
59 people
99 people
61 people

Our next Family Reading Night will be on
Tuesday, April 14th, from 3:15 – 5:45 pm.
Students may attend with a family member or
other responsible adult.
This is a great
opportunity for students, to read, enjoy time
with family, and earn great books. Students
may also earn AR points by taking quizzes on
books they read.

Jefferson School and the Muscatine School
District have partnered with the Muscatine
County Attorney’s Office (MCAO) to help
ensure compliance with state attendance laws.
This intervention has brought about many
positive improvements in attendance for
Jefferson students. Please remember that a
referral to the County Attorney for violation
of Iowa law is not our first attempt in
resolving a student’s attendance, but we know
that it is a viable, effective alternative.

Kindergarten Round-Up
All families in the Muscatine Community
School District interested in Preschool and
Kindergarten should attend Kindergarten and
Preschool Roundup.
Roundup and Pre-Registration will be held
Wednesday, April 1, 2015 from 8:00 am—7:00
pm at the District Administration Center, 2900
Mulberry Ave.

If you have questions about your student’s
attendance, please contact Mrs. Johnson or
Mr. Spies at 563-263-8800.

Children must be 4 (Preschool) or 5
(Kindergarten) by September 15, 2015 to
register. (Children 4 years old who have already
registered for fall preschool do not need to
attend.) If you have questions, please contact
Jessi Freers, Early Childhood Coordinator at
563-263-7223.

Please make education a priority for your
child. Help them be here on time, and stay all
day, every day!

Counselor’s Corner
During the month of January guidance classes discussed violence prevention and anti-bullying. We
reviewed our anti-bully rules. Students were empowered to not only stand up for themselves but to also
become "upstanders" when they see others being bullied. February included our unit on protective
behaviors. Students learned to use words that mean "no", get away, and to ask a grown up for help when
they feel unsafe or when they receive unsafe touches. The month concluded with a unit on individual
differences. If you have any questions about anything covered in guidance class, feel free to call
Mrs. Aguero at (563-263-8800).
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