J E F F E R S O N
403 E. 9TH STREET

E L E M E N T A R Y
MUSCATINE, IA

April/May 2016
Important Dates
April
22

8:25 am - Leadership Assembly
Spring Carnival - 5 – 7 pm

25

MAP Reading and Math Tests

26
27

28

29

Leadership Lunch
4-5:30 p Washington Family Night
Kindergarten Field Trip to
Discovery Park
PK Field Trip to Library
4th Quarter Midterms
7:00 p – Band/Orchestra Concert
at CMS
PTO Popcorn Day
No PK/K
Kindergarten Spring Visit
5th Grade Visit to CMS

May 2

PK Field Trip to Fire Station

4

Leadership Day
1:00 pm – Leadership Assembly

5
6

5:30 pm - PK Family Night
PTO Popcorn Friday
1st Grade Field Trip to Zoo
PK & K to Kiddie Barnyard

9

3rd/4th Grade to River Bandits

10

2nd Grade to Putnam
PK to Family Museum

11

5th Grade to DM Science Center

12

12:30 pm - 5th Grade Track Meet

13

5th Grade Track Meet Rain Date
1st/2nd Grades to Junie B. Jones
4th Grade to Musc. Ind. Museum
PTO Popcorn Day
Last Day for Library Checkout

19
20
23

5th Grade to Deep Lakes Park

24

Field Day

25
26
27

PK - Last Day
3rd Grade Trip to Nature Center
All School Awards Ceremony
5th Grade Graduation
Last Day - 2 Hour Early Dismissal
Talent Show
Report Cards sent home
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The “Bear”
Necessity
From the Principal’s Desk
Hello, Jefferson Families! April and May are very busy
months, and this will be the final newsletter of the year.
Please be sure to review our list of important dates, and
read classroom newsletters, which contain timely
information about end of the year trips and activities.
Congratulations to students in grades 2-5 who worked
hard to complete the Iowa Assessments! Students are
working hard to complete their end of year assessments
that show how much growth they have made over this
school year. We are proud of our Jefferson Bears for the
work they have done!
Kindergarten Round-up and Spring Visit will be April
29th. Remember there will be NO Kindergarten or
Preschool on this day, so that we may welcome next
year’s incoming Kindergarten students. If you or
someone you know missed Kindergarten Registration,
please call the school office for more information.
Many thanks for sharing your children with us this
year. It has been another wonderful year of learning.
Have a great summer—and remember to keep reading
each day!
Yours for great schools,

Principal

“Jefferson students will achieve high levels of learning in a safe, supportive learning environment.”
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Things to “Bear” in Mind…
Leadership Day
Leadership Day will be Wednesday, May
4 . We will once again honor our Jefferson
School alumni who will graduate from MHS
with an assembly at 1:00 in the CMS
auditorium. Parents and community members
are welcome to attend. Current Jefferson
Students will present on the 7 Habits and
Leader in Me.
th

Library Books Due!
The LAST day for Library Check-out is
Friday, May 13th. Please return ALL library
books to the Media Center by Friday, May
20th. Parents – please help your child locate
and return any books, including library books
and those borrowed from classroom teachers.
Thank you!

Medication at School?

Field Day

Remember to pick up medicine on the last day
of school. We do not store medicine over the
summer months. Please call with any questions.

Our annual field day will be held on
Tuesday, May 24th. Activities will take place
throughout the day on the field. Please be
sure students wear appropriate footwear
(tennis shoes), sunscreen, and bug spray.

Staff Leaving/Retiring
We would like to recognize and thank those
individuals retiring or leaving Jefferson at the
end of this year. Mrs. Wheeler, Building Para is
retiring at the end of this year. We wish her
congratulations and best of luck!
Our Specials Team of Mrs. Schlawin (Music),
Mr. Hainey (PE), and Mrs. Holder, (Art), will
all be teaching at Franklin next year. We wish
them luck and thank them for their dedication
and service to Jefferson School! You will all be
missed!

Online Registration
Don’t want to wait in line at registration?
MCSD will again offer online registration for
the 2016-17 school year! Families can use
their Power School account to register their
students beginning July 11th. Be on the
lookout for more information in your email
Inbox. More information will be sent soon.
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Voluntary Transfer Requests

Talent Show

If your child was previously approved for a
school transfer to Jefferson, unless there are
special circumstances (i.e., attendance, tardies,
large class sizes), he or she is approved for the
coming year and you do not need to fill out a
form. There are a few exceptions:
Ø If you have moved into a new attendance
area and still want your child to attend
Jefferson, you will need to complete a
transfer request form.
Ø If your child is a 5th grader and you want
your child to attend a middle school that
is not in your attendance area, you will
need to complete a transfer request form.

Jefferson Elementary will hold our annual
Talent Show on Friday, May 27th. The
Talent Show will be open to students in 4th or
5th grades. Auditions will take place during
lunch recess on May 5th and 6th during. Only
those students who audition will be allowed
to perform, and acts are limited to 1 min and
30 seconds. Parents are welcome to attend.
Exact time for performances will depend on
how many participants there are. For more
information, please contact Mrs. Schlawin by
calling 563-263-8800.

Looking Ahead to 2016-2017
We want to make sure you know about
several important dates in the new school year.

Awards Assembly
Our annual awards assembly will be held on
Thursday, May 26th in the Jefferson Gym at
8:30 a.m. All parents and other family
members are invited to attend. Awards will
be given for various achievements.

Ø August 1st – Registration, 8am – 6pm
at Muscatine High School (MHS)
Ø August 22nd – Back to School Night –
5:00 – 6:30 pm
Ø August 23rd – First Day of School (1st5th Grades)

5th Grade Recognition

Ø August 23rd & 24th – Kindergarten Visits

We will hold a special recognition
ceremony for our 5th grade students at the
conclusion of the awards assembly on
Thursday, May 26th. Parents are invited to
attend!

Ø August 25th & 26th – Kindergarten
Staggered Start Days
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News From the Nurse
During the months of March, April and May, the school nurse will be presenting updated health
curriculum to grade 2-5. The lessons are part of the Human Growth, and Development
Curriculum and have been approved by the Board of Education.
Second graders will view the video,” Happy, Healthy, Drug-Free Me.” This video talks about
behaviors and feelings that promote good self-esteem as well as the health consequences of
alcohol and tobacco.
Third Graders will be discussing exercise and nutrition with emphasis place on both the “My
Plate” and 5-2-1 programs. Information for families will be given to students following the
session.
The focus of fourth grade is “Blood Borne Pathogens and Other Traveling Germs” This video
reinforces good hand washing habits and teaches safety in situations where blood may be
involved. ( i.e. sports or playground injuries, nosebleeds, etc.)
Fifth graders will view a brief video entitled, “Immune System: Doing Its Part”. Information
will be provided to students about how our body fights off viruses (including AIDS) and disease,
and what causes allergies.
If you have any questions or concerns about any of the videos, or would like your child excluded
from the class, please call me Tuesday or Thursday at Jefferson 263-8800.
With Healthy Regards,
Dea Murray R.N.
Jefferson School Nurse

Teacher Appreciation Week
Teacher Appreciation Week is May 2nd
– May 6th. We invite our students and
parents

to

join

in

celebrating

the

wonderful teachers at Jefferson School!
Next week, we will send a “Thank You
Letter” home in Thursday Folders for
your child to complete. Help your child
fill in the blanks, and then send back to
school with your child to let your child’s
teacher know how special they are!
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